Bacterial flora of the gastrointestinal tract of opossums.
The bacterial flora of the stomach, small intestine, cecum and bile from 20 healthy opossums (Didelphis virginiana) captured from the wild was studied. Results showed that their gastrointestinal flora was similar to that found in other small mammals but, in addition, opossums are heavily colonized by Salmonella spp., which might adversely affect their adequacy as laboratory animals for some experimental protocols.